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Our Rumaki Programme at Rotorua Lakes High School is designed for students who are passionate about te ao Madori
me ona tikanga. Our programme provides a culturally responsive education grounded in authentic Kaupapa Maori,
strengthening students' cultural identity while equipping them with the knowledge, skills, and confidence to achieve

educational success and become lifelong learners.

As part of our close-knit whanau, students are encouraged to achieve excellence academically, culturally, socially, and
personally. We are committed to creating an environment where every akonga is inspired to succeed as Mdori,
confident in who they are and proud of where they come from.

Our Vision

“He reo tuturu, he ahurea kura, he akonga eke
panuku.”

(An authentic language, a treasured culture, a
student who thrives.)

To empower future leaders through a holistic Maori
centric education where every student thrives. We are
committed to fostering a strong cultural identity and
providing authentic kaupapa Maori learning
opportunities, ensuring our akonga achieve excellence
and succeed as Mdori in te ao Maori and the wider
world.

Our Values Guide This Programme
Manaakitanga — Uplifting Others

We honour those who show respect, generosity,
and care within the Rumaki whanau and wider kura.

Wairuatanga — Strengthening Identity and Spirit
We celebrate pride in fe reo Maori and a strong sense
of self rooted in tikanga and matauranga Maori.

Whakapapa - Knowing who we are and where
we belong

We recognise akonga grounded in their heritage,
connected to their whenua, whanau, hapu and iwi.

Whanaungatanga — Building Relationships
We value those who uphold tuakana/teina roles, nurture
whanau ties, and strengthen our collective identity.

Ko te reo te mauri o te mana Maori.

How It Works

The Rumaki Programme operates as a dedicated Year
9 and Year 10 core class. Students learn together in
their core subjects, fostering a strong sense of
whanaungatanga and belonging. Alongside their core
learning, students have the opportunity to select option
subjects from across the wider kura, attending these
classes with their peers.

The Rumaki Programme is led by dedicated kaiako who
deliver the core curriculum through a holistic, billingual
approach. Grounded in Te Ao Maori and culturaly
responsive teaching practices, our kaiako provide a
supportive learning environment that nurtures
academic achievement, language development,
cultural identity, and the overall wellbeing of every
akonga.

Who Can Apply?

The Rumaki Programme is open to Year 8 students who
are passionate about Te Ao Maori and are eager to
strengthen their connection to their culture while
developing their proficiency in te reo Maori. The
programme welcomes students who are committed to
learning within a bilingual, culturally responsive
environment that supports both academic excellence and
personal grovyiigs
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Personal Information

Student Full Name:.

Preferred Name:

Date of Birth: . . Current School (Yr 8):

Home Address:

Caregiver Name(s):

Phone . Email:

About the Student

Why are you applying for the Rumaki Class?
Tell us about yourself, your whanau and your te ao Mdori journey so far.
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You may wish to include some of the reasons below, or write in your own words above.
Tick as many as apply and feel free to explain further above.

D | am passionate about te reo Maori and want to become fluent.

D | have attended kohanga reo, bilingual unit or wharekura and want to continue learning in Maori.
EI | want to be part of kapa haka and Maori cultural activities.

D | feel proud of my identity and want to grow as a young Madori leader.

D My whanau values te ao Maori and want me to learn in an immersion setting.

D | am confident speaking te reo Mdori and want to keep using it every day.

D | want to be in a class that feels like whanau.

Other (please explain):
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Key Dates:

- Applications open:
Wednesday 19 August 2026 (Open Evening)

- Whanau hui prior to selection:

An appointment will be arranged via
phone or email in Term 3

- Notification of outcome: Term 4

- Acceptance deadline:

\_ To be confirmed in offer letter )

Whanau Hui with Kaiako
As part of the selection process, whanau will be invited to attend a hui with our kaiako to discuss the Rumaki

Programme and ensure it is the right fit for their child. Appointments will be arranged during Term 3 via phone or

email.
Signatures:
Student:
_ Date:
Parent/Caregiver: : . Date:
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