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INTRODUCTION  
Kia ora Koutou 

 
Rotorua Lakes High School is a top-performing co-educational, state 
secondary school, which was founded in November 1971.  It is situated in the 
eastern suburban part of Rotorua City.  Its tributary area consists of the 
eastern slice of the urban area plus a large tract of rural hinterland from Lake 
Tarawera to Lake Rotoma, hence “Rotorua Lakes”.  The area is rich in Maori 
history and legend abounds.  Many marae are found especially around the 
shores of Lakes Rotorua and Rotoiti. 
 
The school is on an attractive undulating site of some 5 hectares which has 
spectacular sweeping views over Lake Rotorua. The grounds have been 
landscaped and planted with many indigenous shrubs. The school motto is 
“Mauria Te Pono” (Keep Steadfast to the Truth) and the emblem – the outline 

shape of a stylised Maori Wahaika with the inside designed to picture the shapes of the Rotorua lakes is based on the 
form and history of the area. 
 
I am delighted to be Principal here at Rotorua Lakes High School and look forward to  you joining us.  We will provide 
a welcoming and safe school environment immersed in Maori culture, sporting opportunities and extra curricular 
activities while providing quality education.   
 
 
  
Let's enjoy the journey together! 
 
Ngā mihi 

 
 
 

Jon Ward  
Principal / Tumuaki 
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ABOUT OUR SCHOOL 
 

 

 

Rotorua Lakes High School is  

a co-educational school with a roll of 765 Year 9 to Year 13 students.  It is 
situated on a picturesque site above the eastern shores of Lake Rotorua within 
a 10 minute drive of the city of Rotorua.  
 

Rotorua Lakes High School is  

a caring and disciplined place offering high quality learning with a commitment 
to the individual needs of its students.  Academic excellence is a major goal and 
our school has a reputation for achieving success with National Examinations. 
 

Rotorua Lakes High School offers  

a wide range of co-curricular activities catering for the cultural and sporting 
development of its students.  
 

English Language Requirements 

There are no English language proficiency requirements for admission to 
Rotorua Lakes High School. Students will be placed on an English for Speakers of 

Other Languages (ESOL) Course determined by results of assessment testing taken during orientation.  
 

Rotorua Lakes High School Values 

Whānaunatanga - forming and maintaining relationships and strengthening ties. This value is the essential glue that 
binds people together, providing the foundation for a sense of unity, belonging and cohesion. 
Manaakitanga - the process of showing respect, generosity and care for the people. 
Wairuatanga - the distinctive identity or spirituality of people and places. It contributes to a sense of belonging and 
connects our heritage with its contemporary context. 
Whakapapa - knowing who we, our heritage sets our foundation for the future. 
These four values deliver a compass by which we navigate the development of education for our students and staff. 

ESOL Courses 

 
ESOL courses range from Basic to an Advanced Level of English using the 
New Zealand Certificate in Educational Achievement (NCEA) qualifications.  
Students can choose to enrol in IELTS if they are at that level. 
 

TOEFL and TOIEC resource materials are available for students for self-
study. 
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Our 2025 Head Prefects: 
 

 
Head boy: Liam Heighway 

Head girl: Hannah Kiernan 

Deputy Head boy: Lachlan Hoggard 

Deputy Head girl: Poppy Croucher 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Key Personnel: 
  

Deputy Principal 
Jo Sturme 
Director, 
International 
Students 

sturmej@rotorualakes.school.nz 

 

Stacey Andrews 
Teacher,  
International 
Students 

andrewss@rotorualakes.school.nz 
 

Jackie  McIntyre 
Homestay  
Co-ordinator 

mcintyrej@rototualakes.school.nz 
 

mailto:sturmej@rotorualakes.school.nz
mailto:andrewss@rotorualakes.school.nz
mailto:mcintyrej@rototualakes.school.nz
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Year 9 - 13 

CURRICULUM GUIDE 
 

Subjects in bold are compulsory. 
YEAR 9  YEAR 10  YEAR 11 NCEA (Level 

1) 
YEAR 12 NCEA (Level 2) YEAR 13 NCEA (Level 

3) 

ESL (English for 
Speakers of Other 
Languages) 
Basic Level  ESL  

 
 
Elementary   
NCEA (Level 1)  

 
 
Pre-Intermediate 
  
ESL NCEA (Level 2)
  

 
 
Intermediate 
  
ESL NCEA (Level 3)
  

IELTS University Entry 
Score Band 6 
NCEA Credits ( 8 Level 
2 Literacy)  

 
English   

 
English   
 
   

 
English   
  
English Literacy     
  

 
English   
   
Communication English 
   

 
English 
 
 

Mathematics  Mathematics  
   
 

Mathematics (MSC)
  
Mathematics  (MAT)            

Mathematics (MSC)
  
Mathematics (MAT) 

Maths with Calculus  
Statistics and 
Modelling 

Science   Science   
 
 

Science  
  
  
 
Foundation Science 

Biology  
  
Chemistry 
  
Physics  
Science  
 

Biology 
Chemistry  
Physics 
Science  

Humanities  Social Studies   
Geography              
History                   
Business Studies  

 
Geography  
History   
  
Commerce 
  
 

 
Geography 
  
History  
  
Accounting 
  
Economics 
  
Tourism   
  

 
Geography 
History 
Accounting  
Economics  
Tourism  
Classical Studies 

Art   
Drama   
Music   

Art   
Drama   

Music 
Digital Design  

Visual Art  
  
Photography  
  
Drama & Dance 
  
Music  
Digital Design 
  
  

Art Paint/ Print  
  
Visual Art Design  
Photography 
  
Drama & Dance 
  
Music  
Digital Design 
   

Art Paint/Print  
Visual Art Design 
Photography  
Drama  
Music 
Digital  
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YEAR 9  YEAR 10  YEAR 11 NCEA (Level 

1) 
YEAR 12 NCEA (Level 2) YEAR 13 NCEA 

(Level 3) 

Food Technology 
Materials Technology 
Textiles, Fashion & 
Design 
Robotics 
Digital Technology 
Design & Visual 
Communication 
 

Food Technology 
            
Resistant Materials 
& Design 
Technology                                      
Textiles, Fashion & 
Design            
Digital Technology           
Design & Visual 
Communication  
Robotics 

Food and Nutrition
   
Product Design  
   
Carpentry 
   
Textiles Technology
   
Digital Technology
   
Design & Visual 
Communication  
Engineering 
Programmable 
Electronics 
   

Hospitality 
   
Product Design 
   
Carpentry 
   
Textiles Technology 
   
Digital Technology
   
Design & Visual 
Communication   
Engineering  
   

Hospitality 
Product Design 
Carpentry 
Textiles Technology 
Digital Technology 
Design & Visual 
Communication  
Engineering 

Te Reo Maori   
Te Ao Maori 
Te Ao Haka            

Te Reo Maori  
Te Ao Haka 
            

Te Reo Maori 
Te Ao Haka  
  

Te Reo Maori  
Te Ao Haka 
   

Te Reo Maori 
Te Ao Haka 
 

Physical Education & 
Health    
Advanced PE    

Health 

Physical Education 
Health  
Advanced PE       

Practical PE 
Sport Science 
  
Health    
  

Practical PE 
Sport Science 
  
Health  
Childcare 
Applied Outdoor 
Education 
  

Practical PE 
Sport Science 
Health 
Applied Outdoor 
Education 

 
 

 
Subjects may differ due to staffing and demand.  English Language subjects are available at all levels. 
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PROCEDURE FOR APPLICATION 
 
To be considered for enrolment at Rotorua Lakes High School, the 
following information needs to be provided: 
 
● Application/Pre-Enrolment Form (completed) 

● Supplementary Information for Host Families.  This is a questionnaire 
for the student to complete (in English) giving details about themselves, 
their interests and career plans 

  
● Proof of student’s identity (Photocopy of Passport) 

● A copy of student’s most recent school report 

● A contact address, telephone number and / or email address 

 
 
 
 

This information should then be emailed or posted to: 
 

Rotorua Lakes High School 
Porikapa Road 
P O Box 7002, Te Ngae 
ROTORUA     3010 
NEW ZEALAND 
 

 School 
Phone   64 7 345 6124  
Email  sturmej@rotorualakes.school.nz 
Website www.rotorualakes.school.nz  

 
 
  

 

Offer of Place 

Upon receipt of the completed documents listed above, the 
application will be considered for approval by Rotorua Lakes High School.  If accepted, the student will be sent an Offer 
of Place.   
 
 

Confirmation of Place 

Upon receipt of the full tuition and homestay fees, an official school receipt and a Confirmation of Place will be sent.  
Payment of fees is a requirement for New Zealand Immigration Service Student Visa purposes. 

  

file://///internal.rotorualakes.school.nz/Users/Home/Staff/Teachers/tolentinol/Downloads/sturmej@rotorualakes.school.nz
http://www.rotorualakes.school.nz/
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FEES 
 

Successful applications will have their place at the school reviewed every 3 months . .  The school reserves the right to 
withdraw a student should his/her conduct or progress contravene standards set by the school. In cases such as these, 
NO refund of fees will be given.   School fees need to be paid in advance.  
          $(NZ) 
a) School Fees  
Tuition fees – full year        $16,000.00 
Or per term         $   5,000.00 
Extra Curricular Expenses       $      400.00 
NCEA Exam fees (if applicable)       $      400.00 
 
b)  Accommodation Fee - $350.00 per week x 48 weeks    $16,800.00 

Administration Fee        $   1,000.00 
Homestay Retainer or storage fee if student is absent during  
End of year holidays (per week)      $        50.00 

 

c)              Travel and Medical Insurance 
We recommend Uni-Care Travel and Medical Insurance - per annum   $      600.00 
 

d) Airport Transfer 
Airport meeting and return to Auckland each way    $      200.00 
 

e) Guardianship (If school arranges)  
Consultation Fee (per hour)       $        60.00  
 

f) Extra Costs - These are estimates only and can vary from year to year and are the responsibility of the 
student. 

 Compulsory: 
● IELTS (if applicable)      $        250.00 
● School Uniform (Year 9-13) (ranges from $400 to $500) $        500.00 

 Costs May Include: 
● Sports Fees (varies from code to code - $20 to $100)    $        100.00 
● Senior Ball (approximately)     $        100.00 

If required RLHS can assist with completion of Student Visas – cost inclusive of Visa Fee is $650.00.  Medicals 
may also be required – cost approximately $400.00 
 

g) Continuation of Place - In October each year the student’s place in the school will be reviewed to assess whether 
the student has met the standards expected.  The student will then be issued with a Continuation of Place letter plus 
an account for the following year’s fees, which MUST be paid by 1 December to retain a place at the school. 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

REFUND CONDITIONS 

ESTIMATED ALL INCLUSIVE COST 

A conservative, all-inclusive estimate of the cost for a foreign fee paying student to live and study in New Zealand 
for a year would be approximately: 

NZ$ 

$35,000.00 – 40,000.00 

This is allowing a little extra for personal daily expenses and pocket money. 
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REFUNDS 

 
 
● The following is the standard refund policy of Rotorua Lakes High School. We aim to take a compassionate 

approach to all matters, but retain the right to make the final decision based on supporting documentation, or 
lack thereof. 
 

● No negotiations will be entered into once the conditions have been accepted and the application for enrolment 
has been signed by the student and/or their parent/ guardian/ designated caregiver. 

 
 
 

1. Should the student cancel an enrolment before commencing studies at the school, a minimum of 14 days’ notice 
is required.  A refund will be made of all fees paid, less the administration fee. 

 
2. Should a student cancel an enrolment within 14 days of his arrival in New Zealand and prior to the course 

commencement date, refunds are at the discretion of Rotorua Lakes High School. Refunds under these conditions 
are usually given on compassionate grounds with supporting documentation. 

 
3. Once a student has commenced a course of study at Rotorua Lakes High School no refunds will be given (except 

on compassionate grounds). 
 
4. Should a student’s place in the school or Homestay be withdrawn due to unacceptable behaviour, there is no 

obligation for the school to refund either School fees or Homestay fees.  Refunds are at the discretion of the school. 
 

5. If a student withdraws from a Homestay at the end of his course, or with the approval of Rotorua Lakes High School 
a full refund of remaining Homestay fees will be made, providing the student has complied with the Homestay 
requirements of giving one week’s notice.  If not, one week’s Homestay fee will be retained in lieu of notice. A full 
Statement of Account plus refund of any remaining Homestay Fee, will be made when students have completed 
their studies at Rotorua Lakes High School. 
 

6. Refunds will be made if there is a change in the Residential Status of the student, after discussion with the school. 
 

7. All refund requests must be made directly to Rotorua Lakes High School in writing accompanied by the originals 
of all relevant documentation, e.g. Receipts, Offers of Place, etc. 

 

8. Refunds, if approved, will usually be made within a 30-day period.  All refunds are made in New Zealand dollars 
only. 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
INTERNATIONAL STUDENT PROSPECTUS  

 

10 
 

 
 
 
 

CONDITIONS OF ENROLMENT 
 

The following terms and conditions of 
enrolment must be read, understood and 
accepted prior to the International Student 
Application for Enrolment form being 
completed and signed.  Should you have any 
questions or require further details, please 
contact the Director of International Students 
directly by email. 
 

Rotorua Lakes High School provides their 
International Students with support and 
encouragement to ensure their continued 
academic and social development.  We expect 
high standards of behaviour both at school 
and in the Homestay situation. 
 

 

● Agent/Guardian/Designated 

Caregiver:  All students must have a Rotorua Lakes 

High School Approved Agent or Guardian/Caregiver, 
nominated on the Application Form, who can be contacted 
at all times for their period of study at Rotorua Lakes High 
School.  If a student does not have an appointed 
guardian/caregiver, the school will arrange for a suitable 
person/company to fulfil this role after consultation with 
the parents.  The Director of International Students and 
support staff are always available for students experiencing 
problems either at school or in their Homestay. 
 

● Tuition Fees: Students must pay all fees 

associated with the year in which they enrol in advance before commencing at the school.   
 

● Final school course and level selection is at the discretion of the school in consultation with the student. 
 

● In October each year, the student’s place in the school will be reviewed by staff at Rotorua Lakes High School, to 
assess whether the student has met the standards expected. The student will then be issued with a Continuation 
of Place letter plus an account for the following year’s fees, which MUST be paid by 1 December to retain a place 
at the school. 

 

● All students are required to abide by New Zealand laws during their stay.  This includes all terms of their New 
Zealand Immigration Service Visa. 
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● Rotorua Lakes High School reserves the right 
to charge for any additional costs incurred should 
extenuating circumstances arise concerning each 
student’s welfare.  Before incurring such expenses 
every endeavour will be made to discuss these costs 
with the parents. 
 

● Students are required to pay promptly for 
any loss, damage or other cost which they incur. 
 

● Rotorua Lakes High School will not be liable 
for any situation, accident or injury involving or 
affecting the students. 
 
 

School Holidays 

 
The dates for the school holidays change slightly each year.  The student will be notified of all school holidays prior to 
their arrival. The New Zealand school year is broken into four terms.  
 

If students wish to travel home during the term holidays, it is important that they complete this during the 
holidays and not during term time. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



 
INTERNATIONAL STUDENT PROSPECTUS  

 

12 
 

 

 

 

HOMESTAY GUIDELINES 
 

● In line with the Ministry of Education Code of Practice for the Pastoral Care of International Students, 
education.govt.nz, (effective March 2002) all our Homestay Carers provide a New Zealand Police clearance for all 
persons aged 18 or over residing in the household, excluding other International Students.  The Police Vetting 
process is  updated every three years. 

 
● It is important that the school and the homestay are working together to support the student in fulfilling the 

requirements of their Student Visa and in realising their study goals.  International Students are welcomed in 
homes as full members of the families.  Our homestay co-ordinator checks our homestays met our high high 
standards and expectations of care. 

 
● In the event of a student leaving with one week’s notice, the Homestay Family may need to refund one week of 

the homestay fees.  
 
● If a student intends to return to the same homestay following the summer vacation, a holding fee of $50 per week 

is paid to the homestay. 

 

Home and Family Life 
 

● Room: Students are provided with a separate bedroom which has a table, desk, chair & good lighting.   
 

● Meals: Provide breakfast, lunch and dinner seven days a week, weekends and public holidays included, unless 
otherwise arranged with the school and student.  Students, in general, are expected to eat New Zealand food.  
During the week students will be encouraged to take responsibility for preparing their own breakfast and lunch - 
food will be made available.  If the student wishes to buy lunch from the canteen, that is their own responsibility. 

 

● Family Involvement: Students are welcomed and expected to join in with family activities and outings.   
 

● Adjustment Period: A visit will be made to the Homestay Family by the Homestay Coordinator within the first 
month of the student’s arrival and, twice a year thereafter, to determine compatibility between the student and 
homestay family.  The settling in period can be a difficult one, particularly for the student, as he/she adjusts to an 
entirely different family, cultural and educational environment.   
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● All International Students are in New Zealand on a Student Visa issued to study at Rotorua Lakes High School and 
their studies need to be their first priority.  Unless there is a special occasion or there are special circumstances, it 
is reasonable to expect your student to be at home after school during the week.  On the weekends, Friday to 
Sunday, the students often meet up with friends to socialise and we encourage this. They need time to relax and 
we want them to enjoy their New Zealand experience.  

 

NZ GOVERNMENT REQUIREMENTS 
 

Code of Practice 

In line with the Education/Pastoral Care of Tertiary and International Learners 
Code of Practice 2021. It is now a pre-requisite that all Homestay Carers provide a 
New Zealand Police clearance for all persons aged 18 or over residing in the 
household, excluding other International students.  The Police Vetting process has 
to be updated every three years. Copies of the Code are available on request from 
this institution or from www.education.govt.nz  

 

Immigration 

Full details of Visa and Permit requirements, advice on rights to employment in 
New Zealand while studying and reporting requirements are available through the 
New Zealand Immigration Service, and can be viewed on their website at 

www.immigration.govt.nz  
  

Medical and Travel Insurance 

Most international students are not entitled to publicly funded 
health services while in New Zealand.  If you receive medical 
treatment during your visit, you may be liable for the full costs of that 
treatment.  Full details on entitlements to publicly funded health 
services are available through the Ministry of Health and can be 
viewed on their website at http://moh.govt.nz  
It is compulsory for International Students at Rotorua Lakes High 
School to have Medical Insurance. The Company we recommend is 
Uni-Care Travel and Medical Insurance www.uni-care.org  
Premier Cover for 12 months is approx. $600 

Accident Insurance 

The Accident Compensation Corporation provides accident 
Insurance for all New Zealand citizens, residents and temporary visitors to New Zealand, but you may still be liable for 
all other medical and related costs.  Further information can be viewed on the ACC website at http://www.acc.co.nz  

Recommendation 

▪ We strongly advise that parents/legal guardians seek the help of an educational consultant or agent for help in 
understanding the contents of this booklet.   
 

This includes the Application Process and other Conditions and Contracts into which they are entering 
in enrolling their child at Rotorua Lakes High School. 

http://www.education.govt.nz/
http://www.immigration.govt.nz/
http://www.acc.co.nz/
http://www.uni-care.org/
http://www.acc.co.nz/

