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Kia ora Koutou 

 
We had a terrific open night for Year 8 students and their caregivers, which was very well attended and from 
feedback, very well received. We also had a great Open day for Yr 8 students with our Year 9’s who were so 
welcoming to our visitors.  Well done!  I would like to take this opportunity to thank our staff for the time and 
energy they put into making these events such a success. (further details on page 4). 
 
This week we welcomed Lee Marchioni and Judith Smallbone from the Education Review Office (ERO) with a mihi 
whakatau.  Lee and Judith were with us from Tuesday to Thursday.  ERO work with services, kōhanga reo, schools 
and kura to help them and their learners/ākonga flourish.  Primarily ERO will ascertain what’s working well and 
what we can improve. 
 

I would like to thank Waiata Taikato for his time representing a student’s perspective and for his hard work and 
committed approach to attending the meetings of the Board of Trustees.  (further details page 2). 
 
We had Rob Cope come to our school on Thursday evening to talk with our community about how to keep our 
students safe on line.  The messaging and possible solutions were highly thought provoking and we hope those 
who attended found it beneficial and positive. 
 
A massive shout out to all our talented sports students who competed in the Winter Tournament 2023. We had 
great representation at Boys & Girls Hockey, Equestrian, and Rock Climbing.  Let’s not forget the huge effort that 
all our coaches, managers and the staff at Lakes High for their unfailing hard work and encouragement for our 
students. (full details page 8 - 10). 
 
We are looking forward to our Interhouse competition on Wed 6 Sep.  This is a fun day for students to compete in 
two activities each, against students from other houses.  There are a number of activities to choose from to suit 
our sporty fans but also our non sporty fans! (further details on page 3). 
 
In week 10 of this term, we have our Preliminary Exams.  These are for senior students (yrs 11 – 13) and provide 
clear evidence for derived grades for NCEA.  Every year some students are unable to attend the final external NCEA 
exams.  We use other evidence to submit a derived grade and the preliminary exams are a core component of this.  
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It is vital that our students put in the time in preparation for these exams. During this time we will also be having 
compulsory practical sessions for some subjects to ensure students complete their course work. 
 

 
There is great excitement growing at school with our upcoming 2023 RLHS School 

Ball next Saturday 9 September. 

 

 
To all our SENIOR STUDENTS, have a brilliant night and our staff 

look forward to seeing you there. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Ngā mihi 
 

 
 

Jon Ward, Principal / Tumuaki 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

ROTORUA LAKES HIGH SCHOOL BOARD ELECTIONS 

 

Student Election Results Declaration (no voting election required) 
 

At the close of nominations, there were no valid nominations received, therefore there will be no Student 

Representative on the Board of Trustees until September 2024. 

Signed 

L Gilbert 

Returning Officer 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

POSITION AVAILABLE 

We have a position available for a Teacher Aide here at Rotorua Lakes High School for Term 4. 

• You do not need to be trained as training will be given. 

• You need to be passionate about our students' learning. 

• If you are interested please send an email to gainsfordh@rotorualakes.school.nz 
POSITION CLOSES:  13 SEPTEMBER 2023 at 9 am 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

BRIEF LOOK  – TERM 3 2023 

6 Sep Interhouse Competitions 

9 Sep School Ball😊 

12 Sep MCAT (11MSC classes) 

13 Sep Student Rep – Election to the Board (if required) 

18 – 22 Sep SENIOR EXAM WEEK 

22 Sep End of Term 3 

mailto:gainsfordh@rotorualakes.school.nz
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__________________________________________________________________________________ 

ASSESSMENTS 

The following assessments have been set down.  There may be times where, due to unforeseen circumstances, 
changes will need to occur. This will be done in consultation with the class(es) concerned.  

Level Subject Standard Date 

1 Music – Solo Performance 91090 Week 8 & 9 

1 Music – Group Performance 91091 Week 8 & 9 

2 Music – Solo Performance 91270 Week 8 & 9 

2 Music - Group Performance 91272 Week 8 & 9 

2 Music – 2nd Solo Instrument 
Performance 

92274 Week 8 & 9 

3 Music – Solo Performance 91416 Week 8 & 9 

3 Music – Group Performance 91418 Week 8 & 9 

3 Music – 2nd Solo Instrument 
Performance 

91417 Week 8 & 9 

3 Classical Studies 91397 8 September 

2 English 91101 8 September 

2 History 91232 11 September 

3 History 91437 11 September 

11MSC MCAT  12 September 

1 Digital Technologies 91886 11 October  

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

INTERHOUSE 
 
 
 

Interhouse is Wednesday 6 September 2023. This is a fun day for students to 
compete in two activities each, against students from other houses. There 
are a range of activities to choose from on the day (sporty and not!). 
Students need to come to school in House coloured mufti. Come and 
celebrate some fun activities, this is worth House points so get involved! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

NGA KORERO MAI I A TATOU KAIAKO 
NEWS FROM OUR TEACHERS 

http://www.rotorualakes.school.nz/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=64&Itemid=49
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__________________________________________________________________________________ 

OPEN DAY/NIGHT 

Thanks to all the Yr8 students that 
spent the day with us experiencing 
high school life and to all our 
potential students and parents for 
attending our open evening. Thanks 
also to all the RLHS teachers who 
ran activities and the Yr12 leaders 
who looked after our visitors.  

😍🥰 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 

PRELIM EXAMS / 18 - 22 SEPTEMBER 2023 

Our students who are entered into NZQA externals in November will be sitting Prelim exams.  These exams are very 

important and students are expected to attend in full school uniform.  The results from these exams are to help 

inform students/parents/teachers on the level the student is currently at and what needs to be worked on.  They 

are also used for class placings and a derived grade for NZQA if needed.  A derived grade is requested by NZQA in 

a situation where a student is unable, because of a medical or traumatic event, to sit their November exam(s).  As 

we did last year, we will also be having timetabled slots for non-exam subjects.  The timetable will be out in the 

next few weeks. For any queries please email: sturmej@rotorualakes.school.nz.   

mailto:sturmej@rotorualakes.school.nz
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NCEA EXAMS 2023 

The 2023 Examination 
Timetable for current NCEA 
standards and New Zealand 
Scholarship will run from: 
Monday 6 November to  

Thursday 20 November 2023 
 

Students can access their 
personalised timetable 

through their login on the 
NZQA site. 

 

www.nzqa.govt.nz 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

CHESS REGIONALS 

This week, Lakes High participated in the Rotorua Chess Regionals. The team came 
4th equal on points out of 7 teams. It was fantastic to have some new players 
joining the team and playing in their first interschool. Our top player on points was 

Tyrel Kautai winning 4 out of 7 games against some strong opposition and winning 
the biggest upset badge for beating a player 400+ rating points above him. 

 
As we look towards 2024 and building our team and eastside school chess 
connections we are looking for a chess coach. If anyone is interested in this role 

and wishes to support our kura please contact the school office. 😍😍 
 

Mauria te Pono.  
 

 
 

http://www.nzqa.govt.nz/
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___________________________________________________________________________ 

ATTENDANCE FOCUS 

We are very focused on ensuring that all our tamariki are at school 
regularly.  We know from studies and our own experiences that 
attendance and success at Kura are linked.   
 
We remind our school whanau that the school day starts at 8.45am and 

finishes at 3.15pm.  When absences occur, we ask you to support us by notifying us of the reason before 8.30am 
on the day using the SchoolBridge app.  
 
Please also be aware that there are specific rules around absences and NCEA assessments.  If the absence occurs 
on the day of the assessment please contact the subject teacher or HOD that morning.   

 
We thank you for your support. 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

STUNNING TRIP TO WAITOMO CAVES 

The Year 11 Geography class travelled to Waitomo last week to see how 
tourism was impacting the caves. They started the day with a serene boat 
trip through the 'Glowworm Cave'. Next they visited the Ruakuri Cave for a 
guided tour and to see the measures put in place to protect the limestone 
from tourists (which included a $10,000 fine).  One of the benefits of 
studying Geography is recognising that places and spaces have a history 
behind them, shaped by humans and it is our job to protect them. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

BEAUTIFUL DOE TRAMP AT 

LAKE TARAWERA 
Some of our Duke of Edinburgh students 
had a great weekend tramping and camping 
overnight at Hot Water Beach on Lake 
Tarawera's shore. The weather was perfect, 
despite being a little chilly at night, and 
students worked well as a team to complete 

the journey.😍🥰 
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___________________________________________________________________________ 

ANOTHER BEAUTIFUL TRAMP IN THE REDWOODS 

Our Year 11 Applied Outdoor Education class 
participated in a tramp at the Redwoods. This 
provided us with a great opportunity to practice 
what we have been learning at school and 
support our preparation for our next tramp on 
the Tarawera Trail. 0Fantastic weather 
combined with energy and positivity from our 
group made for a great experience overall!   
 

Looking forward to our next adventure later 

this Term  
 
 

 
 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

PERFECT WELDING PATHWAY 

A Group of Students were able to visit NZ Welding School Rotorua today and have some 
hands-on experience.  
 
This was a great opportunity for the students and to learn about welding pathways. 

 
 
 
 
 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 

ENROLMENT SCHEME FROM THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES 

The board invites applications from caregivers who wish to enrol their children at Rotorua Lakes High School for 
next year. 
 
Enrolment at the school is governed by an enrolment scheme, details of which are available from the school office. 
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Enrolment forms are available at the school office or online at www.rotorualakes.school.nz. Parents of students 
who live within the home zone should apply by Friday 17 November 2023 to assist the school to plan appropriately 
for next year. 
 
The board has determined that 70 places are likely to be available for out-of-zone students next year. The exact 
number of places will depend on the number of applications received from students who live within the school’s 
home zone. 
 
For the 2024 school year, there will be four enrolment periods.  The first enrolment period runs from Monday 
14 August to Friday 22 September 2023. 
 
For students seeking enrolment within the first enrolment period, the deadline for receipt of applications for out 
of zone places is Friday 22 September 2023. 
 
If the number of out of zone applications exceeds the number of places available, students will be selected by 
ballot.  If a ballot for out of zone places is required, it will be held on Tuesday 17 October 2023.  Parents will be 
informed of the outcome of the ballot within three school days of the ballot being held.   
 
Details relating to the second enrolment period are as follows: 

• Length of enrolment period: from Friday 20 October 2023 – Friday 17 November 2023 

• Deadline for receipt of applications:  Friday 17 November 2023 

• Date of ballot:  Wednesday 22 November 2023 

Details relating to the third enrolment period are as follows: 

• Length of enrolment period:  from Friday 24 November 2023– Friday 19 January 2024 

• Deadline for receipt of applications:  Friday 19 January 2024 

• Date of ballot:  Wednesday 24 January 2024 

A final ballot will be held if required and if space available for any applications received by Friday 23 February 
2024.  

No out of zone enrolments for the 2024 school year will be accepted after this date. 
 
 
 

 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 

WINTER TOURNAMENT – WHAT A REALLY GREAT WEEK FOR OUR 

STUDENTS  

After winning a tier 4 tournament last year, the Boys 1ST XI Hockey 
have been looking forward to playing in a Tier 3 Tournament, The 
Founders Cup. Our goal with boys hockey is to play, compete and 
win at higher levels this means playing BOP A grade during our regular 
season and competing at Tier 3 which is the qualifier for Rankin Cup. 
 
After securing a grant and a lot of fundraising we are fortunate to be 
in Napier for a week of Hockey.  The Boys goals for the week are 
initially to make the top eight. We are very fortunate to have Diamond 
(Boss) Edmonds as the Coach of our 1st XI  Boss is completely 

passionate about hockey, growing hockey at RLHS and supporting each boy to play the best game they can. 
 

STUDENT SUCCESSES 

http://www.rotorualakes.school.nz/
http://www.rotorualakes.school.nz/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=64&Itemid=49
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We had a 0-0 draw against Tawa on Monday morning, we then had a 
0-3 loss against Mount Albert Grammar School in the afternoon. The 
boys played well in both games. Yesterday we were called back for a 
shootout against Tawa College and unfortunately this did not go our 
way. The boys were awesome supporting each other and showing 
resilience throughout.  This morning the team are looking forward to 
playing Papamoa College.  These players love Hockey, their team and 
being at Tournament together. 

 
 
In addition to both our 1st XI Boys & Girls Hockey teams competing in 
this week’s Winter Tournaments, we also had our top school rock climbers competing in the NZ Secondary Schools 
Climbing Cup. Our students participated against the best school climbers from around New Zealand on both 
Monday and Tuesday this week at Rocktopia in Mount Maunganui.  
Final Results (Combined Top Rope & Bouldering): 
 

Senior Boys Div- Dane Napier 3rd overall in NZ, Lukas 
Joy 13th, and Liam Heighway 22nd.  
Senior Girls Div - Alana Bennett 11th overall in NZ.  
Junior Boys Div - Lucas Corson 12th overall in NZ.  
Junior Girls Div - Grace Muslim 5th overall in NZ,  
Nicole Wallace 11th, Amelia Foote-Webb 23rd, and 
Lily Tamati in 30th.  
 

Excellent performances, and fantastic effort by all! 

 
 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

OUR GIRLS 1ST XI AWESOME TEAMWORK 

The girls played another great game yesterday in the semi finals against 
Botany Downs Secondary College. The girls were 2nd in their pool and 
faced 1st placed, Botany Downs, from the other pool, who happen to be 
the current highest scoring team in the girls Tier 4 tournament thus far. 
The girls managed to hold them off with a nil all score at half time. 
Unfortunately, 2 goals for Botany in the 3rd quarter, and the final score 
2-0 to Botany. The girls have been playing extremely well at this 
tournament and are going from strength to strength. Today we face One 
Tree Hill at 9am for 3rd and 4th place in the tournament.   
 

Best of luck for your final game girls. Play hard - we are so proud of 
you!!! 
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___________________________________________________________________________ 

SHOUT OUT TO OUR GIRLS 1ST XI HOCKEY SUCCESS 

Our girls 1st XI have had a great start to tournament 
week in Pukekohe. 1st game they played an impressive 
game against Te Puke. Unfortunately, we lost 2-nil, with 
1 very unlucky goal against us.  2nd game we played 
against Avondale College & the girls had a fantastic 
game!! Came away with a win of 3-nil. 
 
Our Girls 1st XI Hockey team have had a big build up to 
tournament. They have completed lots of fundraising 
which has taken a huge commitment from our players, 

coach & Manager. Including sausage sizzle, Kuirau Park Market bake sale, Epic night out food stalls, Conference 
Catering fundraiser, Dancing for Hospice fundraiser and Raffles. We want to take this opportunity to thank everyone 
who has supported us in our fundraising. We would love to take this opportunity to thank the following businesses 
who have supported our Girls team with donated items for our raffles:  

 

 
Skyline Skyrides, Motion Entertainment, Canopy Tours, Redwoods 
Treewalk, Palmers Gardens, Bunnings, QE Health, Giovanni’s, 
Roesville Farm, Phill Hogg & Rotary Rotorua North.  
 

We could not have done this without all of the support.  
 

 

 

 

 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

ROCK CLIMBING STARS 

 Great results from yesterday's New Zealand 
Secondary Schools Climbing Cup held at Rocktopia, 

Mount Maunganui. Dane Napier 3rd (Senior boys - 

lead & boulder combined) and Grace Milsum 5th 
(Junior girls - top rope & boulder combined).  Well 
done also to our other climbers who competed in the 

qualifying rounds the previous day, Lukas Joy, Alana 
Bennett, Lucas Cordon, Nicole Wallace, Amelia 
Foote-Webb and Lily Tamati and Liam Heighway.  
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___________________________________________________________________________ 

BOYS 1ST XI OUR HOCKEY BOYS ARRIVE IN NAPIER 

The Rotorua Lakes School 1st XI arrived safely in 
Napier and are settling into their 
accommodation and communal living.  It was 
eye opening for some of the boys today seeing 
the devastation left from cyclone Gabrielle, of 
homes and farms in the Esk Valley while  driving 
through this afternoon.  It did make for 
conversations about how fortunate we have 
been and how much the people in this 

community have lost. Thank you to all the support we have had to help get us here. 
 

NAPIER - FIRST TWO GAMES 

The boys had a tough first day at the Founders 
Cup in Hawkes Bay. With a tough draw seeing us 
play both our pool games on the first day we 
started with a 0-0 draw against Tawa. Our 
defensive effort was the key with our backs 

having a strong game. Player of the day was 
Tomas Zuidmeer who turned over ball with 

good anticipation and solid marking. Preston 
Cleaver also solid in the other half position as 
well. Our next game against Mount Albert 

Grammar School was a 0-3 loss. While we played well in parts we lost structure in the second half as fatigue set in. 

Lachie Hoggard had a strong game in goal with some excellent saves and Rupert Lewis was player of the day, 
excellent defense and also moved the ball well driving the MAGS back down the turf. We await the result of day 2 
games to see where we sit in the pool. 
 

NAPIER – SHOOT OUT! 

The hockey boys were meant to be having a rest day on Tuesday.   After lunch, they got phone call to say tied in 
the pool round in the competition and need to have a shoot out at 5pm to gain a spot in the top 8. Good Luck 
Boys!! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

BIG COME BACK 

Big comeback from the 1st XI Boys on Wednesday in a playoff match against 

Papamoa College. Starting well and playing with more width, Harry Cheesman 
opened the scoring with a cheeky move to beat the keeper. From there we put 
ourselves under pressure with Papamoa scoring twice from PC's and then a field goal 
where we lacked urgency on defense. Going into the Half down 1-3 the boys needed 

to lift and got an early boost in the 3rd quarter when Krynu Sassenburg converted 
from a bobbly reverse stick into the circle. Harry Cheesman then converted on the 
cheesy pleaser when he drilled one between the Papamoa keepers legs to even the 

score 3-3. In the final quarter with 5 minutes to play Rupert Lewis drove into the 
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circle and beat the keeper from the top of the circle to score the winner. A great win for the boys and one that 
required them to dig deep. Well done boys!  

___________________________________________________________________________ 

FANTASTIC RESULTS - ROBOCUP NATIONALS  

At the weekend Bella Shaw and Siwan Lloyd-Jones travelled to Auckland with their 
girl’s engineering team SAGE, to take part in the Robocup Junior Theatre Nationals. 
The girls did really well, and came second in their class, losing narrowly to a 
Christchurch based team.  

 

Huge congratulations  
 

 
 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

PHENOMINAL EFFORT! 

Earlier this Term the Year 13 Practical PE class worked together to fundraise for 
new Sports Gear to entice students to get physically active during their break times.  
Today this class was able to showcase the items that were purchased and make 
these available for all our students to use.   
 

Congratulations 13PPE Students - what an awesome community project focusing 

on uplifting and supporting your peers!  

 
 
 
 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

WELL DESERVED ACCOLADES FOR OUR RUGBY 

GIRLS 

This is a lovely facebook post which RGHS shared with us regarding our fantastic 

rugby girls. Well done to everyone and thank you to RGHS😍 

 
I am writing on behalf of Meriana and myself to say thank you for facilitating 
your students from Rotorua Lakes High playing for Rautāwhiri RGHS.  Your 
students are an asset to your kura and their contribution this year resulted in a 
second place finish in the Chiefs Manawa Secondary School Girls competition as 
well as 1st place in the BOP u15 Lukka Conner cup.  Their involvement was 
instrumental in achieving this.   
 
We also would like to acknowledge your Tumuaki, Jon Ward for enabling the girls 
to play this season with us.   
 

We also congratulate your rugby players who have also made higher honours - Dylan Guptill and Manawa Gates 
(BOP u16) and Nevaeh Hira and Waipunaarangi Hira (BOP u18).  What an amazing achievement for Rotorua 
Lakes.   
 
We hope that it has been an enjoyable and rewarding season for all of your rugby students and look forward to 
working together in the future if the opportunity allows.  Ngā mihi, Carolyn Katu, Co-TIC Rugby RGHS 
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___________________________________________________________________________ 

GIRLS 2ND XI HOCKEY SEASON WRAP UP 

Our RLHS 2nd XI Girls Hockey team have played some fantastic games this 
year. Throughout the season our players competed with commitment and 
determination for the full 60 minutes (and on more than one occasion came 
from behind to win). This final game was no exception, at half time the score 
was 1 all and remained this way until the final quarter. The team found another 
gear and Kauiarangi Waugh put away our winning goal, securing 3rd place in 

round two.  🤩 
 
Our RLHS 2nd XI Girls have played some excellent Hockey this season; 
individually and as a team, displaying 
growth and development plus their 
sportsmanship is absolutely commendable. 

Their biggest obstacle has been no designated goalie for the season, what a result 

considering this challenge every week! Well Done Team! 🤩   

 
We would like to take this opportunity to say a huge THANK YOU to our Girls 2nd 
XI Coach Andrea Mills, who has committed her time and energy throughout the 
season to support our girls hockey and help their development individually and 
as a cohesive team. Andrea's dedication to our girls has meant they have had a 

positive and successful season. We cannot thank you enough Andrea. 😍 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

BOYS 2nd XI HOCKEY SEASON WRAP UP 

The 2nd Xl boys hockey teams 
season is complete. These boys 
have developed a great team over 
the season, starting the season off 
with some tough games and 
finishing off with a win tonight 
against Taupo nui a tia.  
 

Big thanks to former student  Isaac King for coaching our team  
 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

TOUGH GUY & GAL 

 
Believe, Achieve, Succeed!  
This week, five senior PE classes participated in the Secondary Schools Tough Guy 
and Gal event as part of their Achievement Standard assessment. They had some 
outstanding results and achievements with Milla Phipps coming 1st place out of all 

females entered in the event. Rupert Lewis 10th and Ethan Hoggard 11th out 
of all males entered. The Lakes High female team placed 3rd out of 30 teams & 
Lakes High male team placed 3rd out of 26 teams.  

Every student who attended was a credit to our kura. Mauria te Pono in action! 

 
 

 
 

PANUI O NGĀ HAKINAKINA/SPORTS NEWS 

http://www.rotorualakes.school.nz/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=64&Itemid=49
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___________________________________________________________________________ 

GREAT HOCKEY 

Congratulations to Lakes High Hockey players, Dylan Fouracre, Teina 
Meenehan and Ethan & Lachie Hoggard, alongside our 1st XI coach and 
former student Boss Edmonds who play for Marist St Michael’s Men’s 
Hockey team in the Tauranga Div 2 competition. Marist took out the 
Grand Final with a 3-2 victory over Whakatane Old Boys. We have seen 
great development in these players this season. Well done Men! 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

OUR NEW ROWERS 

A perfect morning on the water meant that the novices managed to row past 

the point on Saturday for the first time. Congratulations all  

 
 

___________________________________________________________________________ 
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CAREERS / GATEWAY 

PANUI/PUBLIC NOTICES 

http://www.rotorualakes.school.nz/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=64&Itemid=49
http://www.rotorualakes.school.nz/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=64&Itemid=49
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___________________________________________________________________________  

 

QUICK UPDATE ON 

FOOD AND PRICES AT 

THE CANTEEN 

 
 
 
 
 
 

___________________________________________________________________________  
Phone: 07- 345 6124  

Email: office@rotorualakes.school.nz 

 www.rotorualakes.school.nz 

mailto:office@rotorualakes.school.nz
http://www.rotorualakes.school.nz/
http://twitter.com/#!/rotorualakes
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Rotorua-Lakes-High-School/334368042260

